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The Word of the Lord from John 18:38: “I find no fault in this man.” This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

“I find no fault in this man.” This is the verdict of Pilate; which means that if you’re looking for 
justice at the Praetorium, then you’d better keep on looking.  

 

The Jews present Jesus to Pilate so that he can sentence Him to death; and while Pilate is a 
pretty incompetent ruler, he starts out on the right track. He says, “What charge do you bring against 

this man?” The response tells you how badly the rest of the trial is going to go: the accusers say, “If He 
were not a criminal, we would not have handed Him over to you.” It’s not an answer. If the question is, 

“Why is He a criminal?”, then it’s no answer at all to say, “Because He is.” To be a criminal, there has to 

be a crime. But the accusers want Jesus dead, and only the Romans by law have the right to execute at 
the moment, so Jesus is accused of being a criminal without committing a crime. No justice there. 

 
That won’t wash—not even with Pilate, so they charge Jesus with several crimes. They charge 

Him with “perverting the nation,” which Rome only cares about if it means revolt, which it doesn’t. They 
accuse Him of forbidding the payment of taxes to Caesar, which is closer to their teachings than His. 

They accuse Him of claiming to be a king. That one has traction, at least a little, because anyone who 

calls himself a king without Caesar’s permission is guilty of treason. 
 

But this is an odd king. After three years in the public eye, He’s managed to recruit an army of, 
um, 12; and their list of violent deeds is only the lopping off of one ear, which has led this Jesus to 

rebuke the lopper and heal the injured. Rather than stir up the masses, He’s taught things that has 

turned many away. And rather than work to make the local leaders His allies, well, the local leaders are 
calling for His death. Pilate knows all this; and so he knows that even if this Jesus really is a king, He’s 

certainly no threat to Caesar. 
 

This becomes only more clear in the interrogation that follows. Is Jesus a king? Yes, says Jesus: 

He is the king of truth. He’s not here to grab land and plunder from Rome. He’s here to speak His Word, 
and His teaching has said nothing against Caesar. He’s been teaching obedience to Caesar. 

 
Once the interrogation is over, Pilate the judge goes out and announces the verdict: “I find no 

fault in this man.” Not guilty. Case closed. The Accused should be free to go. 
 

He isn’t, because His accusers want Him dead. Furthermore, they’ve got enough on Pilate that 

they’ve got leverage to keep the trial going—even after a verdict of innocence! No justice there. But it 
gets worse than that: as Pilate tries to appease the accusers and save the Accused, he tries for 

“compromise.” He has Jesus scourged, the skin flayed from His back with a whip. Then he presents the 
Accused to the crowd to elicit some sympathy for Jesus and says again, “I find no fault in Him.”  

 

The Accused is declared innocent, scourged and then declared innocent again. No justice here.  
 

The beaten Savior doesn’t elicit sympathy. Rather, the accusers sense they’ve got Pilate on the 
ropes. Given the chance to free Jesus or Barabbas from prison and death, the crowds shout for Barabbas, 

a violent criminal that nobody wants living near them. With the shreds of his authority, Pilate declares 
once again, “I do not find Him guilty.” The judge finds the Accused innocent again, but there is no 



deliverance for Jesus. The accusers respond, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die, because 

He made Himself the Son of God.” It’s a chilling response: it says, “We know He isn’t guilty of breaking 
Roman Law, but we want you to kill Him anyway.” Why? Because they say “He’s guilty of making Himself 

the Son of God.” That’s wrong, too. He is the Son of God, begotten of His Father from eternity. They just 
don’t believe it. 

 

Let this be clear: everybody at the Praetorium knows that Jesus is innocent. Nobody thinks He’s 
guilty. The most honest people there know He is put to death because He is innocent, because He is the 

Son of God.  
 

There is no justice there. Man wants God dead.  
 

So if there is to be justice, it’s left to God to pronounce the verdict. It’s His Word that counts. 

 
God pronounces the verdict later that day on Calvary, and it’s stunning. God the Father looks 

upon His falsely-accused, wrongly-crucified Son and says, “I find You guilty. I find You guilty of all sin 
and every last sin in this world, and so I sentence You to death and hell.”  

 

Is this justice? 
 

It is. It isn’t fair, but it is justice done in service to you, for your salvation. God is, by nature, just. 
He cannot be unjust. Therefore, He cannot let sin go unpunished, and He declares that the wages of sin 

is death—eternal death, hell. According to the Law of God—the just Law of God—you’re guilty and 
awaiting the sentence to be carried out. 

 

But God is also, by nature, loving, and He desires all men to be saved. That is why Jesus is on 
Calvary. God must punish sin because He is just. So the Son says, “I’ll take the punishment. I’ll be the 

substitute sinner. Judge Me so that You might spare them.” That’s why, at the cross, He prays, “Father, 
forgive them.” If God the Father were even speaking to His Son at the cross, He would say, “You are the 

Sinner. I condemn You so that I might save them.” That’s the Gospel at its starkest: God damns His Son 

for your sin to give you eternal life.  
 

St. Paul writes in Romans 3 that God put His Son forward as a propitiation by His blood—Jesus 
was the Substitute who sacrificed Himself and shed His blood in our place. Two verses later, Paul goes on 

to say that God did this “to show His righteousness at the present time, so that He might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:26). Because of the cross, God remains just even 
though He justifies you. He says to you, “I find you not guilty of your sin, because I already condemned 

your sin on My Son.” 
 

Dear friends, do not read lightly over the injustice of man at the Praetorium. By their actions and 
cries they states, “I would rather God die than repent of my sin;” and that same sinful nature is in you, 

too. But marvel also: even as man shows how he deserves absolutely no mercy from God, God is at work 

to be merciful. Do not discount the forgiveness you have, or the new life that Christ gives you freely. It 
was bought with the price of His own blood, His suffering and death and hell, so that you might have life. 

 
And rejoice: you now live as one forgiven, and so you know that you have God’s favor for the 

sake of Jesus. You know that, as a repentant Christian, there is no sin that God counts against you. 

There can’t be, because God counted every last one of your sins against His Son when He called Him 
guilty at the cross. If all of your sins are gone, then you are holy before God for Jesus’ sake, and you can 

be sure that the Judge of all declares you innocent. In fact, He speaks this verdict to you again and 
again: He says, “I forgive you all of your sins.” 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen  


